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SUBJECT: JEAN SOUTOU, NEW FRENCH AMBASSADOR TO THE EEC 

1. JEAN SOUTOU, 62, THE SON OF A BRUGES SHOEMAKER, HAS 
JUST BEEN NAMED NEW FRENCH AMBASSADOR TO THE EEC. 

HOLDING NO DEGREE HIGHER THAN THAT OF HIGH SCHOOL' 

SOUTOU BEGAN HIS CAREER AS FRENCH UNDERGROUND INFORMA 
TION OFFICER IN SWITZERLAND DURING WORLD WAR II. AFTER 
FIVE YEARS AS SECOND SECRETARY IN THE FRENCH EMBASSY IN 
BELGRADE (1945-50), HE HELD A SUCCESSION OF POSTS AT 
THE QUAI D'ORSAY UNTIL 1956, DURING WHICH TIME HE WAS A 
STRONG ADVOCATE OF FRANCE'S JOINING THE EUROPEAN 
DEFENSE COMMUNITY, WHICH BROKE DOWN WHEN FRANCE DECIDED 
NOT TO JOIN. IN 1956 HE WAS NAMED DCM IN MOSCOW. THIS 
ASSIGNMENT WAS PARTIALLY DUE TO HIS MENTOR, PIERRE 
MENDES-FRANCE, IN WHOSE CABINET HE SERVED AS ASSISTANT 
DIRECTOR WHILE THE LATTER WAS MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
(1954-55). HE LEFT MOSCOW IN 1958 TO BECOME CONSUL- 
GENERAL IN MILAN. FROM 1961 TO 1966 HE WAS BACK AT THE 
QUAI D'ORSAY, FIRST HEADING EUROPEAN AFFAIRS, THEN, 

IN 1962, ASSUMING DIRECTION OF THE AFRICAN-MALAGASY 
DEPARTMENT. FROM 1966 TO 1971 HE HELD THE POSITION OF 
INSPECTOR GENERAL OF FRENCH DIPLOMATIC POSTS. IN 
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POSITION HE HELD UNTIL HIS PRESENT ASSIGNMENT. 

2. IN HIS DEALINGS WITH EMBASSY OFFICERS SOUTOU HAS 
INVARIABLY PROVED COOPERATIVE AND FRIENDLY, IF 
SOMEWHAT RESERVED. HE IS WELL-DISPOSED TOWARDS THE 
UNITED STATES, AND DURING THE DE GAULLE ADMINISTRATION 
ENCOUNTERED SOME DIFFICULTIES BECAUSE OF CERTAIN PRO- 
AMERICAN VIEWS HE HELD. IN FACT, SO STRONG WAS HIS 
SUPPORT OF FRANCE'S REMAINING IN 

NATO'S INTEGRATED MILITARY COMMAND THAT HIS PROMO- 
TION IN 1966 TO INSPECTOR GENERAL AMOUNTED TO BEING 
KICKED UPSTAIRS. CHASTISEMENT WAS COMPLETED WITH HIS 
"RELEGATION'' TO ALGIERS FOUR YEARS LATER. SOUTOU, HOW- 
EVER. WAS REINSTATED BY HIS OLD FRIEND FOREIGN MINISTER 
SAUVAGNARGUES, AND HIS NEW ASSIGNMENT SEEMS TO REFLECT 
GISCARD S MORE "CONCILIATORY" ATTITUDE TOWARD THE ROLE 
OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITY IN THE CONSTRUCTION OF EUROPE. 

3. HIS WIFE IS THE DAUGHTER OF A SPANISH EXBECABINET 
MINISTER. BOTH ARE DEVOUT PRACTICING CATHOLICS. 

4. ALGIERS MAY WISH TO ADD COMMENTS. 
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